
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
FLEET COMPOSITE SQUADRON THIRTEEN 

NAVAL AIR STATION MIRAMAR 
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92111 IN REPLY REFER TO 

Prom: Commanding Of ficer, Fleet Composite Squadron THIRTEEN 
To : Chief of Naval Operations (OP-05D2) 

Subj: Command History (OPNAV Report 5740-1) 

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12 

Encl: (1) Aircraft Services and Personnel Augmentation 
Report for FY-79 

(2 ) Squadron History 

1. In accordance with reference (a) the following is 
submitted : 

a. Command Organization. During the period 1 January 
1979 to 9 June 1979, Fleet Composite Squadron THIRTEEN 
was commanded by CDR William "Gtt GOFF, Jr., USNR-R. The 
TAR Offfcer-in-Charge was LCDR Howard D. FOWLER, USNR. 
CDR Norman JUSTESEN assumed Command on 9 June 1979 and 
is currently in command. 

b. Summary of Operations. A complete summary of 
services performed is documented in enclosure (1). 

c. Squadron History. The squadron history is 
documented in enclosure (2). 

Copy to: 
DIR. NAV. History (OP-09B9) 
CNAVRES (CODE 011) 
NARDET. MIRAMAR PA0 
NARU NORIS PA0 
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VC-13 SQUADRON HISTORY 

Flee t  Composite Squadron THIRTEEN (VC-13) was commissioned at New 
Orleans on 1 September 1973. I n i t i a l l y  VC-13 operated t h e  F-8H Crusader 
w i t : 1  a complement of  17 o f f i c e r s  and 127 e n l i s t e d  men, former members 
of  !,he two decommissil~ned New Orleans Ant i -Subrna~he  Fighter  Squadrons, 
VSI-76 and VSF-86. I n  Apr i l  1974, t h e  squadron t r a n s i t i o n e d  t o  t h e  
s i t .5 le-sea t  A ~ L  Skyhavk. A s  t h e  demand f o r  t h e  se rv ices  of V C - 1 3  
increased,  t h e  squadron began opera t ing  more detachments on t h e  West 
Coast. F i n a l l y ,  i n  February 1976, VC-13 was permanently assigned t o  
NAS Miramar. During t h e  Summer and F a l l  of 1976, t h e  squadron t r a n s i t i o n e d  
t o  t h e  T A ~ J  Skyhawk, s i g n i f i c a n t l y  inc reas ing  i t s  support c a p a b i l i t i e s .  

The workhorse T A ~ J  Skyhawk a i r c r a f t ,  has v a s t l y  increased t h e  support 
c a p a b i l i t i e s  of VC-13. I n  add i t ion  t o  having an imporived engine wi th  
lower f u e l  consumption and increased range,  t h e  TAU f a c i l i t a t e s  assign- 
ment of two p i l o t s  i n  c e r t a i n  missions.  It incorpora tes  many improvements 
i n  a i r c r a f t  systems, inc luding b e t t e r  brakes ,  f r o n t  s e a t  v i s i b i l i t y  and 
more t h r u s t .  The a i r c r a f t s  speed i n  excess of  600 MPH and maximum a l t i t u d e  
of  over 40,000 f e e t ,  combined with a very smal l  tu rn ing  radius  make it 
an i d e a l  adversary a i r c r a f t  f o r ' a i r  combat maneuvering. With t h r e e  
ordnance racks and a maximum endurance i n  excess of t h r e e  hours,  t h e  TAU 
i s  capable of a u ide  v a r i e t y  of  missions i n  support of f l e e t  opera t ions .  

The "Fighting Saints"  of VC-13 provide t h e  f i n e s t ,  most va r i ed  a i rborne  
se rv ices  a v a i l a b l e  t o  su r face  and a i r  u n i t s  of t h e  U. S. Armed Forces. I n  
add i t ion  t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t a r g e t  p resen ta t ion  mission flown by o the r  
composite squadrons, VC-13, u t i l i z i n g  t h e  workhorse A-4 "Skyhawk" s e r i e s  
a i r c r a f t ,  provides r e a l i s t i c  hands-on-hardware a i r  combat readiness  p r a c t i c e  
f o r  u n i t s  a s  d iverse  a s  t h e  CNO AEGIS P o r j e c t ,  t h e  U. S. Navy and A i r  
Force Fighter  Weapons School, F igh te r  Squadrons of  t h e  Navy, Marine Corps 
and A i r  Force, a s  we l l  a s  count less  s h i p  and shore u n i t s  from coas t  t o  
coas t  and Canada. VC-13,  has provided t h e s e  se rv ices  i n  a t imely  and 
p ro fess iona l  manner and has flown accident  f r e e  s ince  i t s  commissioning. 

F lee t  Composite Squadron THIRTEEN i s  c u r r e n t l y  commanded by CDR 
Norman S. JUSTESEN, and has a complement of 17 o f f i c e r s ,  105 e n l i s t e d  
and 10  TAU Skyhawks. 


